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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 19397 010439Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 DHA-05 AID-05 TRSE-00 /080 W 

011478 01091 1Z/10 

R 010403Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5719 

UNCLAS BANGKOK 19397 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, TH 

SUB J : A NEW PROVINCE IN NORTH THAILAND 

THE FOL MSG RCVD FROM CHIANG MAI AUG 31 REPEAT FOR YOUR ACTION 
QUOTE 

R 310255Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL CHIANG MAI 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 3248 

UNCLAS CHIANG MAI 320 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, TH 

SUB J : A NEW PROVINCE IN NORTH THAILAND 

1 . SUMMARY: ON AUGUST 28 THAILAND'S NORTHERN-MOST PROVINCE 
OF CHIANG RAI WAS OFFICIALLY SPLIT IN TWO AND A NEW PROVINCE, 

PHAYAO, CREATED. THE NEW PROVINCE IS THE SEVENTY-SECOND IN THAILAND 
AND THE FIFTEENTH PROVINCE IN THIS CONSULAR DISTRICT. THE NEW 
GOVERNOR IS SANYA PALAWATVICHAI, WHO, PRIOR TO THE CREATION OF 
PHAYAO, WAS THE VICE GOVERNOR OF CHIANG RAI. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON AUGUST 28 THAILAND AND THE NORTH GAINED A NEW PROVINCE AS 
THE RESULT OF DIVIDING THE PROVINCE OF CHIANG RAI IN TO TWO PARTS. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 19397 010439Z 

THE NEW PROVINCE, PHAYAO IS THE SEVENTY-SECOND PROVINCE IN THAILAND 
AND THE FIFTEENTH PROVINCE IN THIS CONSULAR DISTRICT. THE NEW 
PROVINCE INCLUDES A POPULATION OF 378,1 12 AND SEVEN DISTRICTS. ALL 
DISTRICTS WERE PREVIOUSLY WITHIN THE PROVINCE OF CHIANG RAI. THE 
DISTRICTS ARE: THE AMPHUR MYANG. DOK KAM TAI DISTRICT, CHUN DISTRICT, 
PONG DISTRICT, CHIANG KHAM DISTRICT, MAE CHAI DISTRICT, AND CHIANG 
MU AN DISTRICT. 
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3. WHILE THE PROVINCE IS NEW, THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL, PHAYAO, IS 

A ANCIENT CITY OF NORTH THAILAND LONG NOTED FOR THE PICTURESQUES 
LAKE ON THE BANKS OF WHICH IT STANDS. A LOCAL HISTORIAN INFORMS US 
THAT THE CITY WAS FOUNDED IN THE YEAR 1264 BY KING NGARM MUANG. 

THE RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF PHAYAO HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF LOCALL 
PRIDE AND HAVE EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE EXCITEMENT IN CONVERSATIONS 
WITH THE CONSUL IN RECENT MONTHS ABOUT THE PROSPECTS OF THEIR CITY 
BECOMING THE CAPITAL OF A NEW PROVINCE. 

4. THE NEW GOVERNOR IS MR. SANYA PALAWATICHAI. KHUN SANYA HAS SINCE 
1975 BEEN THE VICE GOVERNOR IN CHIANG RAI PROVINCE. PRIOR TO THAT 

HE HAD BEEN A DOLA INSPECTOR AND DEPUTY GOVERNOR IN UTHAITHANI AND 
BURIRAM. HE APPARENTLY HAS BEEN AWARE FOR SOME TIME OF THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT HE WOULD BECOME THE GOVERNOR OF THE NEW PROVINCE 
ONCE IT WAS CREATED. THE NEW GOVERNOR IS FIFTY-FIVE YEARS OLD. 

5. PHAYAO ACQUIRES AT ITS BIRTH THE FULL RANGE OF PROBLEMS FACING 
AGRICULTURAL RURAL THAILAND INCLUDING A BORDER INSURGENCY AND 
ITS OWN REFUGEE CAMP, THE LAO HILLTRIBE REFUGEE CAMP OF 
CHIANG KHAM WITH SOME 2,886 REFUGEES. -SIGNED TANNER 

UNQUOTE 

O'DONOHUE 
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